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place of Licutenant Throssell, it¥is only
fitting that I should say a few words.
The last speaker referred to the father
of Licutenant. Throssell, and I can bear
out all he said. The late Mr. George
Throssell was for many vears a member
of this Chamber, and he was also Premier
of tho State for a time, and my regret
is that he is not in this world to join
us in receiving with great satisfaction
the news that his brave son has been
honoured by the King. Lieutenent
Throssell is now recovering from his
wounds, and I hope when he is well
again he will further distinguish himself.
Probably the greatest honour which can
come to & man in his lifetime is the
honour which has been conferred on
Lieutenant Throssell. The war iz not
going to end for a long time, and enlist-
ment should he stimulated not only by
the bravery of Lieutenant Chrossell, but
by the recognition of that bravery by
His Majesty the King.

Question put and passed.

House udjourned at 11-25 p.m.

Degislative Council,
Wednesday, 20th October, 1913.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 p.n., and read prayers,

PAPER PRESEXTED.
By the Colonial Secretary; Annual re-
port of Perth Pallic ITospital for the
year ended 30th June, 1914,

[COUNCIL]

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

tn Commitiee,

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

LHon. J. F. Cullen had moved—That
the following be inserted to stand as a
new clause :—“Any settler or other per-
son, who has given to the board a mort-
gage or bill of sale under this Act, shall,
al any lime, on tendering lo the hoard
the full amount of balance due, with in-
terest and costs, receive from the hoard
a full discharpe of such mortgage or bill
of sale.]

Hon. J. I, CULLEN: I ask leave to
withdraw the proposed new clause in
favour of the amendment placed on the
Notice Paper by the Colonial Seeretary.
I submitted the proposed new clanse on
a report whieh reached me that the board
had informed certain horrowers that they
econld not pay off their liabilities, and [
wished to remove all doubts, At the same
time, ! hud no desire to open a door
whereby any horroewer could leave the
hoard in the awkward position of being
supposed to safegnard other ivferests and
yvet not do it. 1 had intended to move
an addition to ihe proposed new clanse—
“provided the board may in its disere-
tion first distribute any surplos moneys
in its hands on account of the said sel-
tler”” However, 1 have reliable adviee
that any borrower, on tendering the full
amount, can eclaim- his discharge, the
board distribuling any surplus in their
hands on his aceount to lns other eredi-
tors. 1 understand the Colonial Secre-
tary’s amendment is intended to make
that perfectly clear,

Proposed new clause by leave with-
drawn.

Bill reporled with amendments,

Recommitial,

On motion by the Colonial Seeretary,
Rill reeommitied for the further con-
¢iteration of (lause 5.

(lause 5—Amendment of Section 21:
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The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1

move arp amendment-

That the following subeclause be in-
serted :—*(2.) Section twenty-one of
the principal det is further amended
by adding a paragraph as follows:—
‘If the Colonial Treasurer shall, in his
discretion, think fit (o give effect lo
this section by applying the surplus
proceeds of the assigned crops in or
towards the discharge of the other
debts aund obligalions of the applicant,
the applicant shall not nor shall any
person  claiming under him redeem,
prior lo the distribution of such sur-
plus, the securities tn the hands of the
(*olonial Treasurer, anything contained
in this Act le the contrary notwith-
standing.’

This is rendered necessary by the fact
that T was not aware unti] this morning
that Section 21 of the principal Act docs
not pive the powers contemplated. That
section makes provision for the distribu-
tinn of the surplus after the Government
have heen vepaid any advance. We were
under the impression that if the Govern-
ment had lent £300 we would he able to
distribute the surplus among the farmer'’s
creditors, but it appears there is not suili-
cient power under the section to do so.
Under this amendment the Government
will he able to repay themselves any ad-
vance and to distribute the surplus
amongst other ereditors,

Hon, .J, F. Callen: The surplus that
has eome into the hands of the hoard.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
and distribute it in  aceordance with
Schedule 3 of the Act. Although it was
arranged with the merchants that the
surplus should he distribuled, it would he
possible, without this amendwment. for
any fartmer to pay off the Government
and we would not be in a position to dis-
tribute {he surplus among other credityrs
and it might bappen that other creditors
would not be paid. With the amendment,
as soon as the (Jovernment are paid and
the surplus is disiributed among the
ereditors, the Government’s connection
with the farmer will cease and he will
zet his title deeds.

P

L4
Hon, J. FF. CULLEN: There seemws to
be o doubl thar any borrower on ten-
dering the Toll amount of his liability
can get his dischavge, and the amendment
i= merely infended to keep the board
right with other ereditors. The hoard
have been entrusted te distribute among
other ereditors any surplus over the sum
due to the Governmeut in fterms of
Schedule 3. There is no power on hehalf
of the board tu refuse the discharge, hut
the amendmen( will now cover that. T am
guite satisfied with the position created
by the Coloninl Seccreiary’s amendment.

Rill again reported with a  further
amendment. amd a Message accordingly
forwarded 1o the Assembly requesiing
them to wake the amendmenis, léave
being given to sit again on receipt of a
Message from the Assemhly,

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 14th Octoher; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill

Preposed new Section 2421—Compul-
sory examination and treatment:

[Hon, A. J. H. Saw had moved an
amendmeni—*Thal in lines 1 and 2 the
words ‘Whepever the (‘ommissioner has
reason to believe' be struck out, and the
following inserted in lien :—*\Whenever
the Commissioner has hefore him a writ-
ten stafement made on oath or verified
by solemn declaration or affirmation
which leads him to helieve.’ 7]

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It is
not desirable that the amendment should
be earried. The Commissioner would be
unable to take any action until he had a
written statemeni made on cath, or verilied
by declaration or affirmation. no matter
llow firmly he might be convinced that a
person was suffering from this disease. T
fear very few people would be prepared
to make a statement on oath in eonnec-
tion with such a matter as this, and con-
sequently the measure would be praecti-
cally a dead letter.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The Commis-
sioner could, in any event, aet only on
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information he has received. He is not stated by Dr. Saw might be very diffi-
i a8 position te gain in any oiher eunli, The amendment T have on the No-
way evidence as fo whether a persen is tice Paper vepresents a considerable

suffering from veneveal disesse. I dis-
agree wilh the view of the (olonial See-
retary as to the unwillingness of people
to make sworn statements. In the ab-
sence of the protection afforded by this
amendment, T see greai opportunities for
blackmailing and for the giving of false
information, Mr. Connor has a laler
amendment providing that a persen giv-
ing false information shall be liable to
cerfain penalties, and I also have another
amendment designed to attain the same
end. Tn the absence of sworn informa-
tion, T fail to see how these further
amendments could possibly operate.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T favour portion
of the amendment whieh the Colonial
Secretary has on the Notice Paper, and
portion of Dr. Saw’s amendment. The
one, T think, does not go far enough,
while the other goes too far. If Dr.
Saw’s amendment is carried, many use-
ful features of the measure will be de-
stroved.  Persons would probably not
bother to make sworn statements, al-
though able to give information.  The
taking of an oath by the informant
should bhe discretionary with the Minister.
That would adequately guard against
blackmail. No hcnest informant wonld
make a complaint to the Commissioner
unless absolutely satisfied of the truth of
it, T ean foresee trouble in another place
if we insist on Dr. Saw’s stringent
amendment. The clause might be post-
poned, so as to allow of Dr. Saw and the
Colonial Seeretary eonferring on the sub-
ject.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: The Bill aims at
sweeping evervhody into the net of the
Commisioner, The ain of the varions
smendments which [ have tabled is to
allow the Commassioner to deal only with
those persons suffering from the disease
who either neglect treatment or who
knowingly infect others. Anyone know-
ing himself to have been wilfully infected
wonld, T think, be prepared to make a
sworn declaralion,

The. COLONIAL SECRETARY: To
make a sworn declaration fo the effect

modifieation of this proposed new see-
tion, lecanse under the amendment the
Commi=gioner, before taking any aetion
whalever. inusi nolify Ihe suspected per-
son and afford him an opportunity of
consnlting a medical practitioner. The
snspeeted person could consult his own
doetor. Under the clanse as it stands,
the Commissioner could take aetion and
ovder examination if he had reason to
snspeet that a person was suffering from
the disease.

Hon. Sir B. H. WITTENQOM: The
whole thing seems to hinge on the per-
sonality of the Commissioner. . If the
Commissioner iz a thoroughly capable
man and one whom we ean fully trust,
there will be no necessity whatever for
Dr. Saw’s amendments. My personal in-
elination is towards the Colonial Secre-
tary’s amendment, because, unless the
measiure 18 to be made to a large extent
unworkable, a great deal must be left {0
the discretion of the Commissioner. As
regards Dr. Saw’s amendment, T feel con-
fident that information will be very
rarely given on oath. Tn fact, many who
might wish 1o do so would be unable fo
give wformation on oath. We are, how-
ever, dealing with human nature, and jt
would be as well in the initial stages of a
measure suieh as this to adopt the precau-
tions suggested hy Dr. Saw, for fear of
cases of blackmail and of injustice. The
degree of compulsion contained in the
amendment applies to those people who
will not avail themselves of the law.
They may be onlv a small percentage,
and still render useless all the precan-
tions taken by others. Therefore it is
necessary that a certain amount of com-
pulsion should be exercised. The cotirse
suggested by Mr. Cornell might satisfac-
torily meet the case.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I am afraid
the amendment moved by Dr. Saw will
defeat its own ends. It should be pro-
vided that the statement put before the
Commissioner shall he signed by the per-
son who makes it; then there wonld be
traceable somebody to suffer the penalty
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in the event of the statement being un-
trne,  The observations of Mr. Cornell
are deserving of a good deal of attention,
but we might start off by providing that
& written signed statement shall be put
befure the Commissioner. That would
give suffieient protection.

Hon. J. F. CCLLEN: The amendment
moved by Dr. Saw would have the effeet
of paralysing the Commissioner. With
regard to (he Colonial Secretary’s amend-
menl, it has been said there is a serious
risk, The Commissioner would bhe a well-
known and reliahle doctor. Why should
we suppose that he wonld be moved by
anything but the desire for the health of
the ‘people? He eould take no action
withont first notifying the individual
whom he has reason to believe is suffer-
ing from the disease, and asking that
individual to produce a certificate. 1
eannot see that there is any difficulty in
the Colonial Secretary’s proposal.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I am afraid
Dr. Saw’s amendment would defeat the
object of the Bill. What has to be done
under either amendment is to satisfy the
Commissioner. The average individunal
has a very decided objection to making
an affirmation.  Although he might be
reasonably sure of his grounds, it is not
easy to get him to make an affirmation.
Dr. Saw has already pointed out that at
times it is extremely diffienlt for a medi-
cal man to definitely state whether a per-
son is suffering from the disease. How
much movre diffieult would it be for a
layman to conscientiously make an affir-
mation in this respect! Dr. Saw ought
to take into consideration the suggestion
thrown out by Mr. Cornell, TUnder that
it would be left to the Commissioner to
aceept a stotement or demand an affi-
davit at his diseretion.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Per-
haps my amendment would be more ac-
ceptable if made to read, “Whenever the
Commissionar has before him a written
statement which leads him te believe,”
eteetera.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: You must provide
for the name and address of the infor-
mant; otherwise it may be anonymons.
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Hon. A. J. H. SAW: If it will meet
the ease, I will be prepured to sirike out
from my amendment the words, “Made
on oath or verified by solemn declaration
or affirmation.’”” I do not altogether
agree with the amendment of the Col-
onial Beeretary’s. It 15 to the effect that
the person must consult a medical prac-
titioner. It seems o me there will be a
considerable waste of time in respect to
that elass of person whom the Commis-
sioner wishes to detain, The Colonial
Secretary's amendment seems to wenken
very considerably the powers of the Com-
misstoner and to provide a loophole for
escape, parlicularly for that elass of
people who are infecting others.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I think we
should bhave an amendment to this
effect—

Whenever the Commissioner. has

received a duly signed written state-
ment, in which is set forth the £full
name and address of the ioformant,
stating that any person is suffering
from venereal disease, and he has
reason to helieve, etcetera.
That would be a satisfactory compro-
mise,  All that Dr. Saw wants is that
the pame of the person making the
statement shall be set forth in full.

The Colonial Secretary: I would he
prepared to accept that,

The CHAIRMAN: When the words
proposed to be struck out are struck out,
hon. members may substitute other words
in lien thereof.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The Com-
missipner is of the greatest importance
to the measure. In consequence of the
war the medieal profession in this State
has been econsiderably weakened in num-
hers, and perhaps also in ability. We
have further to remember that the Com-
missioner of Health has just resicmed
beeause he cannot get a proper salary.
The Commissioner is to have enormous
powers over the liberty of the subject.
What are we going to offer him, and who
is the Commissioner to be? We have
had several illustrations of medical men
whose attainments as medical men have
been high, but whose personal repuia-
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tion has been small. We ought to hesi-
tate before we do anything that will not
safegnard the puoblic against a person
who is unknown. How are the Govern-
ment going to find a salary sufficiently
large for a suitable man in this positton?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: If Dr. Saw
would withdraw his amendment I should
like to move an amendment to provide
that the Commissioner must first of all
satisfy himself that a person is not being
efficiently treated. I think that is very
necessary. It should also be provided
that the Commissioner has to receive a
signed statement, in which shall be set
forth the full name and address of the
informant, stating that aoy person is
suffering from venereal disease and has
reason fto believe that such person is
so suffering and is not being efficiently
treated.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T am quite
prepared to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: T move an
amendmen{—

That after the word “has” in the
first line of the proposed new section
ﬂte following words be inseried :—"“Re-
cewed e signed stetement in which
shail be set forih the full name and
address of the informant, stating that
any persom i3 suffering from venereal
disease and has reason to believe thal
such person s sp suffering from such
disease and 5 wnot Dbeing efficiently
treated for such disease.”

Hon. A. J H. SAW: I ask Mr.
Jenkins to leave out the words “is- not
being efficiently treated.” fThe insertion
of those words will undoubtedly inter-
fere with the Commissioner dealing with
a person who is wilfully infecting other
people. If those words are inserted the
Commissioner will not be able to rapidly

and effectively deal with a person who

iz infecting others,

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: As there will
be other opportunities for again refer-
ring to the matter I ean for the time
being withdraw those words.

Amendment put and passed,

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. A. J. H, SAW moved a further
amendment—

That in line 5 of proposed new sub-
section (1) after “examine such per-
son” the words “in the presence of his
own medical practitioner if so desired”
be inserted.

It is usual in all sneh proceedings that a
person’s own medieal practitioner shall
be asked to be present. T thought this
might be inserted in the proposed new
elause because it would meet a portion of
the amendment of which the Colonial
Seeretary has given nolice.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Dr. Saw pro-
poses that the Commissiener shall at
once issue his warrant and the Colonial
Secretary proposes that the Commis-
stoner shall write to the person and ask
him to supply the certificate. The latler,
I think, ought to commend itself io the
Committee.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: My
amendment, I think, should come in here,
but T do not exactly know how the pro-
posed subsection reads. My desire is
t» provide that notice shall be given in
writing.

The CHAIRMAN: The proposed new
subsection as it appears now does not
make sense. T think if the hon. mem-
bers who have prepared these amend-
ments conferred, they counld recast this
paragraph and present it in sueh a form
at a later stage that it would be satis-
factory to all parties and to the Com-
mittee. T am only here to receive amend-
ments and to put them to the Committee.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would be better to defer the further
consideration of this paragraph so that
bon. members interested might confer. I
move—

That the further consideration of
propased new Subsection (1) of pro-
posed mew Section 242i be postponed,
Molion passed.

Proposed new Section 242j—agreed to.

Pronosed new Section 232k—Subsi-
dised hospitals or salaried medical prae-
titioners to give free treatment:

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: How can coun-
try hospitals provide isolated chambers
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and treatent Iree on the subsidy which
they now receive. There is a number of
hospitals wholly supported by the Gov-
ernment and some which are receiving
subsidies the amount of which will not
earry thi< ireatment. | move an amend-
ment—"

that in line four of the proposed

Nubsection 1 the words “free of charge”

be struck out.

The COLONITAL SECRETARY: I
recognise that it would bhe unfair 1o make
the hospitals bear the cost of this treal-
ment.  The Government would have to
increase the subsidy or hear the cosi in
each ease, but [ am not in a poesition to
give any assurance. | cannot eonceive the
Government admimistering sueh an Act
as this ealling on the local hospitals which
ruceive small subsidies to bear this ex-
pense.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: [ hope the amend-
meit will not be carried. Every facility
shoutd be provided for the treaiment of
these diseases free of cost, but if we are
to make this a malter of getting all we
ean out of patients it will have a material
effect on diseased persons reporting them-
selves.  ['rovision will have io he made
fur a larger subsidy For hospitals.

Hon. A, ¢. JENKINS: This is a
mafter which can casily be settled. The
Government do not intend io have these
disenses treated at all country hespitals.
Certain  hospitals throughout the State
will be =et apart for the (reatment of
these dizeases. 1t wonld not bhe fair to
expect country hospitals to treai these
cases and not receive any more subsidy.
This is a Rill affeeling the welfare of
the whele people, therefore there must he
increased subsidy to the hospitals which
will he =et part to treat the diseases.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: We have already
assented to the prineiple that any person
suffering from venereal discase shall re-
ceive treatment. Tt necessarily follows
that we must make provision for them
to be treated free of charge. We compel
persons to be treated therefore the treat-
ment mnst he free.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: No doubt the
infention of ithe Government is that the
sufferers shall not pay, but the meaning
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ol the proposed new section is that the
hospitals shall not charge hut must bear
the eost. The better course for me to
pursue 15 to withdraw the amendment, and
ask the Colonial Seeretary to give an ex-
planation as to how the funds are to be
provided,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Hon, A, J. H. SAW : I move an
amendment—

That in the proposed new Subsection
2 the words, in line 2 “free of charge”
be struck oud,

[n many of the subsidised hospitals the
medical officers altending the patients re-
ceive small fees, now the duty was cast
on the medical oflicer of treating anybady

whe applied at the bhospital free of
charge. Under those cireumstances it
seems necessary that lhe Government

should make some additional remunera-
Lion to these officers.

Hon, J. P. CULLEN: The words had
beiter remain in. The paiients will be
treated free and the Government must
1:av the doctor,

Hon, J. CORNELIL: The success or
non-suceess of this measure rests wiih
the medical profession and it is nol reas-
able (o assume that we can get the besi
in any profession  unless  payment is
made, The Government must pay or they
will not get the imedical fraternity lu work
with them.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON : Having
agreed tn retain the words in the earlier
part of the proposed new seclion, tley
should be retained here. Ti is nol a ques-
tion of who shall pay so much as a ques-
tion of the treatmeni heing free. The
Government will he responsible and must
see that someone pays.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do
not think there is much necessity to pro-
tee! the interesis of {he doctors who Te-
ceive a subsidy from the Government be-
cause they can prolect themselves by
declining to continue in their positions.
Some doctors are under agreemen! and
as these cases would represent additional
dulies, no Government would ask them
to perform work outside their agrcement
without remuneration.
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ilon, V, HAMERSLEY: [ regret that
Me. Cullen’s amendment was withdrawn.
Great diffieulty is experienced in rnnning
country hospitals satistactorily and get-
ting suliseriptions for (heir maintenanee.
The subsidies have heen eut down, and
ave not likely to be considerably in-
crenged.  1f ihese words are refained,
everyone who applies for treatment will
object to paying any charges the local
doctor might impose, The relention of
the words would be an invilation for
pufferers to flout the declors, and the
whole of the communily shonld not have
to make suhseriptions for the treatmeni
of people who can well pay their way.
The hospitals will have even greater diffi-
culty in future to make ends mesf.

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM : 1
favour the retention of the words. There
should have no opportunity for an indivi-
dnal to object to receiving freatment on
the score of expense. The aim of the
Government iz thal affected people
should be treated and, therefore, they
should have every inducement to submit
themselves for treatmeni. The expense
shonld not fall on the hospilal or on the
medical officer, but some provision
should be made to indemnify the hospitals
and medical officers for such treaiment.
The Government would not expest sueh
treatment to be given for the small
grants now made. There are not likely
to be many applications in the eountry
for treatment,

Hon. V. Hamersley: Dozens of suffer-
erz will leave the Citv and seek treatment
in the country.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: Then
provision shonld be made hy the Govern-
ment to reimburse eouniry hospitals.

Hon. A, J. H SAW: If the words
“frae of charge” are retained. they will
nutlify a subsequent amendmenlt T have
on the Notice Paper which makes provi-
sion for the Government to pay,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
Government would have to pay in any
case. Doetors receiving a subsidy from
the State have to freat ahorigines and
certain indigent persons free of charge.
This is set forth in the terms of their ap-

[COUNCIL.)

pointmeni and, no doubt in  making
futlure appointiments and rencwing pre-
sent appointments the extra work would
be taken into consideration, Bul 1 wonld
like to consult the Minisler responsible
for the Bill before giving the House any
assurance on the question.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: There is an
ohjection ihal a medical officer in receipt
of salary from (he Stale need not in-
guire whetler a person ean pav, but he
might treat the jalient and zend e
acconnl to the Commissioner. We want
to provide free treatment but the man
who ean pay should pay. If the amend-
ment is passed, it will mean that a person
able o pay will not be asked to pay.
Are there medical officers apart from the
hospitals in receipt of State snlaries?

Hon. W. Patrick: There is one at
Northampton.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: And one al Fre-
mantle.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : If
in the second line of the proposed new
Subsection 2, the words “to such person”
were inserted after “charge” it might
meef with members’ approval.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The Minister's
suggestion would be satisfactory if my
further amendment is agreed to. A severe
penszlty is provided for a doctor attached .
to a hospital refusing to treat a patient.
I ask leave to withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave witkdrawn,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move an amendment—

That after “charge” in line 2 of the
proposed new Subsection 2 the words
“to such person” be inserted.

This is merely a suggestion; T cannot say
that it will he aceepted.

Amendment passed.

Hon. A. J. H, BAW : 1 move an
amendment— .

That all the words after “treatment”
in ling 4 of the proposed new Subsec-
tion 2 be struck out and the following
inseried in liew:—“And the Commis-
sioner shall pay a reasonable re-
muneration for such examination and
treatment, and shall he liable to be
sued for sweh remuneration in any
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courl of compelent jurisdiclion. _Any
medical practitioner who acglects or
refuses to eramine vr (real any person,
as provided by this subsection, shall be
Liable to a penally not erceeding £5.”

This dues not necessarily mean tha the
medieal ollicer shall keep a list of those
people and send in a bill to the Commis-
sioner, [t gives him the right tu bar-
gain with the Commissioner for a sum in
consideration of undertaking to treat
eases of (his kind.

Amendment passed; the proposed new
* secilon as amended aereed {o.

Sitting suspended from G.13 te I.30 pom.

Proposed new Section 2421—DProhibi-
Lion of advertisements of eures of certain
discases :

Hon, A, G JENKINS: ]
amendment—

mMove an

That the follvwing provise be added
to the proposed new Subsection (e):—
“Procided that before any proceedings
tre (ulen under this section for prinl-
iy wr publishing ony stalement in a
wewspoper,  the  Commissioner shall
nalifip the proprictur, printer and pub-
lisher of such newspaper that the pul-
lication of the matter vomplained of is
an infringement of this part of this
det: and suek proprietor, printer and
pithlisher shall not be liable to prose-
cution for an uffence ageinst this sec-
tian ercepl it respect of an offence of
the seme or « similar nature after such
nelification’
Perhays a ditheuhy might arise through
the innocent insertion of an advertisement,
and this difficalty would he met by the pro-
viso. Any newspaper with a large ciren-
lation has dilfieulty in keeping effective
econtrol over all the advertisements ap-
pearing, and T conzider that notification
should be sent hefore a prosecution is
instituled.  Once a notification has heen
given. then if the newspaper insists on
confinning to publish the advertisement
there should be no claim to exemption
from proseeution.
Hen, J. F. CULLEX: The subelause
as it siands is applicable not only to
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newspaper proprielors. prioters, and
publishiers, but fo the adveriizer himseif.
The result is that under cover of protect-
ing the newspaper the advertiser nught
by this amendment be allowed io escape;
and that, of course, is undesirable. 1
move an amendment on the amendment—

That after the word “section” there
be inseried “against any newspaper
pruprietor, printer, or publisher”
Amendment on amendment passed,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Sce-

tion G of the Indecent Publication .Aet
covers the same point. | was ander the
im;j 1ession  thap  possibly  wnder  this
amendment it would be necessary to keep
un notifying, but that is not se.

Amendment. as  amended, put and
passed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move an amendment—

That in paragraph (f) after the
word “shows” there be inserted “or
sends by post.”

Amendment passed.

Hon. J. ¥, CULLEN: Has the Min-
ister considered what will be the effect
on business generally of the prohibition
of the introduction of these articles into
the State, in view of the inability to pre-
vent their entering the State? For in-
stance, the Bill cannot prevent all sorts
of advertisements eoming into the State
in newspapers from outside. 1t would
be a small thing io prevent publication
of these things in our own newspapers
if the same advertisements can rcome
across from Melbourne and Sydney, to
which places the money sent from here
will go.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There is abundant power in the clause
tv enable the Government to prosecute
any person who publishes such a news-
paper in ihe State. .\ newspaper com-
ing in by post may contain prohibited
advertisements, and I do not see how
any artion ean be taken in that ease, but
if any person sells those papers in Wes-
tern Australia he can he prosecuted.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: In reference to
Subsection 4. exempting books, docu-
ments and papers published in  good
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faith for the advancement of medieal
ot surgieal seience, I would like to draw
atiention to a eriticism in the Medical
Jonrnal of Australia, as follows:—

Any charlatan ean claim that his
publieations are made in good faith
and aim al the advancement of science.
1f the only exemptions were publiea-
lions in recognised medical journals
and books issued to the medical pro-
fession, a sufficient safegnard wouold
he provided.

1 do not know whether the commenl
of the Medical Journal of Awustralia is
justiied. or whether the advancement
of the plea that the publications are
made in good faith would be aceepted
by the eourts.

The Colonial Secretary: I think we
can rely upon the commonsense of our
magistrates,

Proposed new scetion, as
put and passed.

Proposed new Section 242m—Interpre-
tation :

Hon. J. I*. CULLEN: This is a most
undesirable provision. If greater eer-
tainty than is furnished in the Tnlerpre-
tation Aet is needed in the Bill it will
be needed in all Bills lo which that Aet
applies. I hope the Committee will ne-
gative the provision.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1
Ay nol think the propuzed new seclion
is ulsolutely necessary. Yet it is as well
lo einphasise that the Bill applies to hoth
sexes,

TTon, ). T. CULLEX: The pruoposed
new section is gralnilous and vicious.
Instead of removing doubis it will ercate
doubts in every future picce of legisla-
ton, T trust it will he neeatived.

'roposed new section put and nega-
tived.

Propased new section:

On motion by COLONTAL SECRE-
TARY. the following was added to stand
as Seetion 242n:—

8o far as personul service of any
uptice 15 required under the provisions
of this part of this et such service
shall be effected by an officer of pub-
e health.

amended,

[COUNCIL.)

Proposed new section:

Hon, A, J. H. SAW: L move—

That the following be added to stand
as  Section 2420 :—% The (ommis-
sioner shall conduct [ree of charge bae-
teriological or olher examination whiclk
is requirved by any medical practitioner
who has  notified  the Commissioner
under Nection 242d that he iz at-
tendiny or lreating a person suffering
from vewereal disease.”

Under ile Biil me:dieal pravtitioners have -
to report these enses. In view of the fact
that medical praetitioners will be liable

to proseculion and fine for any lapses,

il i= essential that bacleriologicai exami-

nativns should he made. The ordinary

medical praciitioner is not competent fo

coiduet sueh examinations, and as sueb

examinations are imperative, the Slate

should hear the charge.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: |
nave no objection to the proposal. It
simply puts into the Bill the intentions
of the Government.

Proposed new seetion put and passed.

Proposed new section:

Hon. A, G. JENKIXS: T move—

That the following be added to stand
ay Section 2121 (the present new Sec-
lion 2421 to stand as 24%9m) :—~Al
proceedings under Sections 242a, 2420,
22, 212d, 242, 242f, 242N, 242i, 242
i any court shall be heard in camera;
and it shall be unlawful to publish in
any newspaper a report of any such
proceedings.  Penalty : For a first
offence, One hundred pounds, or im-
prisowment with or without hard la-
hour for not erceeding siz months; for
any subsequent offence five hundred
potords, or imprisonment with or with-
oul  hard labour for wnot exceeding
twelve months” )

If hon. members will consult the sections
to which T refer, they will see that in each
case, before a summons can issue, there
must be some name mentioned as that of
a person who is infected, The whole ob-
ject of the Bill is fo preserve secrecy as
far as possible in all the proceedings. If
it is to be within the power of any news-
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paper to publish any report of the pro-
ceedings, the prineiple of the Bill will be
creatly destroyed.

The COLONIAL SECEETARY: I
see the necessity in some instances of
cases being heard in camera, and that re-
ports should nol be published in the
newspapers. Is there not a possible dan-
ger in the holding of these proceedings
with closed doors in all and every
cirqumstance and in every prosecution?
Should there not be some provision made
to the effect that, unless at the request of
the defendant, these eases should be heard
in open court? The defendant may desire
that the case should be heard wilh open
Aoors. T agree with the provision thal it
should be nnlawfnl to publish any report
ot the proceedings in the newspapers.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The rule must
be compulsory, No one will know ex-
cept the person who is charged.  Thal
heing so, no injustice can be done to the
defendant. Without this proviso, ihere is
a danger of an innocent man having his
name published when he is not a party to
the proceedings.

Proposed new seetion put and passed.
Proposed new section:

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: 1 move—
That ihe following Ge added lo sland
as Seclion 242n:—“Every person em-
played in the administration of this
part of this .let shall preserve secrecy
with regard to all matters tha! may
rome to his knowledge in the course of
such employment, and shall nol com-
municale any swch matter lo any other
person excepl in the performance of
his duties under this .Acf.  Peralty:
One hundred pounds.™
Under the Queensland Ael, T undersiand,
any persen administering the Ae¢t must
observe strict seerecy. The officials must
not be allowed io talk about (he private
affairs of the people with whom they may
be brought into contact.
Proposed new section put and passed.
[The President resumed the Chair]
Progress reported.
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BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Committee.
Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1—agreed to.
[The President resumed the Chair.)
Progress reported.

SELECT COMMITTEE—RETIRE-
MENT OF (. T, GALE.
To adupt report,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [8.8]:

T move—
That ke report of the select com-

miltec be adupted.
T should like briefly to say that the
commiltee have made exhaustive in-
ruiries into the retirement of the officer
coneerned. T regret that the report
was not unanimous and that certain
sections of it were opposed by the Hon.
J. Cornell. The other members of the
committee, Hon, J. Duffell and myself.
were unanimous on the decisions ar-
rived ai, and submitted to this House
hy wax of the report we now have he-
fore us. The principal witnesses who
were examined were, naturally, the Pub-
lic Serviee Commisioner (Mr. Jull}
whose examinntion occupred two whole
sitlings of the commiltee, and the So-
licitor Gieneral (Mr. Saver), whose ex-
amination also oveeupied two whole sit-
lings of the vommitiee., The report in
paragraph 2 vegrcts the absence of the
Honorary Minister (Hon. R. H. Tuder-
wood) as a witness. This House knows
that two Messages were sent o the Leg-
islative Assembly desiring that gentle-
man's presence hefore the selee! com-
mittee. but nntil this date no reply has
been received to either Message, Thal,
however, is a constitutional question s
between the two Houses, and someone
better acquainted with the Standing Or-
ders will probably deal with that aspect
of the report. Paragraph 3 of the re-
port sets out what Mr, Gale's service
has been, namely. 21 vears and 9 months
and the evidence of wiinesses is c¢lear
on one poinf, that, in every respeet, Mr.
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Gale's serviees werce satisfactory, Para-
graph 4 of the report deals with the man-
ner in which Mr. Gale was retived. The
Executive Council mimite sets out clear-
ly that Mr. Gale was retired because he
was deemed to be an excess oflicer. The
evidence on the point gives convincing
proof that, in the opinion of the com-
mittee, the majority of the committee
at all events, Mr. Giale’s retirement was
iMegal. There was one office, namely,
that of Chief Protector of Aborigines,
and one officer ocenpied that position.
How that one officer filling the one office
conld become an excess officer is beyond
my comprehension. Neither the Public
Service Commissioner nor the Solicitor
General could clear our minds alto-
gether on the point, except thal the So-
licitor General said that, in his opinion,
Mr. Gale could not be considered to be
an exeess officer.  The Publie Service
Aet provides three conditions under
which a public officer can be retired from
his position at an age of less than
G0 vears. One condition is the aholi-
tion of the office, and, in connection with
that, T would point out that the office
of Mr. (Gale as Chief Proteetor of Abor-
igines has not been abolished.

Hon. F. Connor: Ii cannot be abol-
ished under the Constitution Aet,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Another condi-
tion is that, if an officer misconducis
himself, he ean he discharged from his
office; whilst another condition is that,
if he reaches the stage when he is no
longer able to discharge his duties and
produces a certificate to that effect, he
is permitted to retire from the service.
None of these conditions, as provided
for in the Public Service Act apply fto
the relirement of Mr. Gale. In view of
that faet, the committee have come to
the conclusion that the retirement of
Mr. fiale was illezal. Paragraph 5 of
the report deals wilh the appointment
of Mr. Gale’s successor (Mr, A, 0. Ne-
ville). The commiitee in that para-
graph pointed out that the appointment
of Myr. Neville was altogether irregular
and contrary to the usunal custom and
the provisions of the Public Serviee Act.

This quite elearly sets out that, when
vacancy oceurs, the head of the depart-
nment has to he consulted as to whether
there is any other officer of the depait-
ment capable of [lling that positiot,
and a provision is also made for these
vaeancies to be advertised and published
in the Gorerument Gazette and for it
lo be generally known thronghout ile
service that the vacancy has oceeurred,
su that men in the service ean put in an
application for the position if they are
capalle of discharging the duties of that
position. The permanent head of the
department. (Mr. North), the under sec-
vetary, was, however, not even con-
sulted as to the appointment of Mr.
Neville,. The first intimation he had of
it was when the Execntive Council min-
nte, dealing with the retirement of Mr,
Gale and the appointment of Mr. Neville
as his suceessor was brought under
his notice. The appointment of Mr.
Neville was irregalar and contrary
to the Aect, and consequently para-
graph 5 of the report bearing on
that is 1in =accordance with faet.
Paragraph 6 of the report deals with
the remarks of the president and the
secretary of the Civil Serviee Associa-
tion. Both those gentlemen are of the
opinion, and everyone who has studied
the question must be of the same opinion,
that an activr such as that which has
been taken by the Fonorary Minister
cannet but have a bad effect on the ser-
vice, 1F a man after 22 years of service,
a man of whom everyone spoke in the
highest terms, can be pushed out of oflice
af the whim of a Minister, the civil ser-
viee is placed in a precarious position.
There is no necessity to labour that point.
Hon. members must know that one of the
principal advantages of the civil ser-
vice is that so long as a man satisfac-
torily discharges his duaties, his position
1 practically permanent, bui if a man
after discharging his duties satisfactorily
to all parlics concerned for 22 years can
be pushed oui of his permanent office
withont that office being abolished, with-
ont a serateh of the pen against him,
without having miscondneted himself and
without having fonnd it necessary to ob-
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tain a certificate to declare that he was
not fit to discbarge his duties any longer,
hon, members can judge for themselves
what effect the dismissal of such an officer
is likely to have on the service. In oiher
words, what is troubling the service for
vears, i85 the position taken ap by the
Public Service Commissioner, Mr. Jull.
This gentleman in effeet rules that the
poliey of the Government overrides the
publie serviee. There 18 no Government
poliey that ean override an Aet of Par-
liament. If it is necessary to amend an
Act of Parliament let the legislature deal
with it, but ne man with common sense
can work on lines such as those advanced
by the Public Service Commissioner, wha
elaims that he is bound by the policy of
the Government. If the policy of the
CGovernment to-morrow were to bring all
the sub-departments under one head, the
Public Service Commissioner would be
hound to carry that ont and discharce
all the permanent heads throughout the
service, Then having got rid of all the
permanent heads in that manner. the
policy of the Government next week
might be to re-instate all the different
sub-depariments and in that way, hav-
ing got rid of all the old and tried ser-
vants they would introduce new blood
which might or might not see eye to eye
with the Minisler., That, however, max
be stretching the point somewhai. If it
is possible lo amalgamate the defunet Tm-
migration Department—and it is admitted
by the Public Service Commissioner to
be defunct at the present time—with the
real live Aborigines Departmenl. to nse
the Commissioner’s own words, and make
the head of the defunct department the
permanent head officer of the live depart-
ment—if it is possible to carrv out Lhe
policy of the Government in that instance,
it is possible to carry out the policy of
the Government in every instance. Para-
araph 7 of the report of the select com-
miitee deals with the Minister’s ability to
discharge the duties of Chief Protector
of Aborigines. On this point I
have very little to sayv. If the
Honorary Minister possessed all the
necessary  qualifications to enable him
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to discharge the duties of the department,
if' he undersivod the habits and customs
and everything else connected with the
aborigines, one would have thought le
would have been only too anxious lo
avail himself of the oppertunity of ap-
pearing before the select committee and
making it clear to the committee what his
capabilities really were, So far as I am
concerned, and Erom the inquiries which
1 have been able to make, T have come
o the conclusion that the Honorary Min-
ister knows nothing ahbout the aborigines
and thal is one of the reasons why he
failed to appear before the committee to
be examined. Paragraph 8 of the report
sets out the necessity for a competent man
acting as Chief Protector of Aborizines.
I do not think there is any necessity to
labour that guestion. I do not know of a
more diffienlt problem than that of hand.-
ling the aborigines A man who has had
experience amongst aborigines like AMr.
Gale for the last quarter of a centurv
must, in the opinion of any reasonable
man. be thoroughly qualified to 611 the
position. The aborigines of this State
under the care of a Chief Protector are
spread over a third of the territory of
the Cominunwealth, namely, from Wynd-
ham to Eucla. and they nmunber, as far
as we are able {o learn, about 20,000,
\We know that with the development of
the North, where the greater number of
the nafives are, and with the extension of
the pastoral industry in the immediate
future and the increase of settlement, the
difficnlty of dealing with the aborigines
will become very acute, Of course if we
leave them to continue their own customs
there will he very little trouble, but we
know what will follow with the advance
of civitisation. Tt is clear, therefore,
that there must be a qualified man at
the head of the Aborigines Department,
a man such as Mr, Gale. I have not a
word to say against Mr. Weville, who was
appoiuted to Mr, Gale’s place. Mr.
Neville was not called before the com-
mittee; there was no necessity to eall
him, but from the evidence of the other
witnesses we learned that Mr. Neville
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1s an excellent officer in his own par-
ticular line. The Public Service Commis-
sioner admiited that Mr. Neville knew
nothing about aborigines and he is the
officer who has been chosen to suecceed
Mr, Gale who had 22 years’ experience,
and this merely to carry out a whim of
the Honorary Minister. What Mr. Nev-
ille did not know about aborigines the
Honorary DMinister apparently thought
he knew. 8t he was afraid to appear
before the committee and give the com-
mittee an opportunity of judging whether
he did or did not know anything about
aborigines. Paragraph 9 of the report
points ont that the retirement of Mr.
Gale was illegal and inadvisable and on
Lhe evidence the committee could come to
no other conclusion. Paragraph 10 makes
a recommendation that Mr. Gale should
be reiustated and should resume his posi-
tion, T have no hesitation in saying
that if T were Mr, Gale I would claim that
I was still Protector of Aborigines, and
I should demand my salary, and if it
were not paid to me 1 would sue the Gov-
ernment, When the surrounding cirenm-
stances are considered hon. members wil
come to the conclusion that Mr, Gale
would be perfeetly justified in doing that.
The Act provides that there shall be a
(‘hief Droteclor of Aborigines and Mr.
Gale properly held the post, and until
the position is aholished or until Mr.
Gale miscondunets himself, or is rendererd
unfit for further serviee. e should still
he recognised as Chief Protector of Abor-
igines, The evidence, if examined by
members, will prove ihat the commiltee
were perfectly justified in eoming le the
conclusions they did, namely, that Mr.
Gale should be requested o resume his
duties,

On motion by Hon. R. @, Ardagh de-
hale adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.28 p.m.
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'he SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.0
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION — EXPEDITIONARY
FORCES AND THE POLICE.

Mr. 1. B, JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Are the Government aware that
Sergeant Miller, of the Criminal Investi-
ration branch of the Police Department,
was compelled to resign his official posi-
tion in order to join the Australian Ex-
peditionary Forces? 2, [s it the intention
of the Government to place the police
force on the same footing as other State
e¢nmiployees who enlist, namely, to keep
Iheir positions for them in future? 3, [
not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Constable
(not Sergeani) Miller, a probalioner at-
tached to the C.I. braneh, voluntarily re-
signed from the forece in order to join
the A.LLF. 2, No. See answer to previous
auestion on this subjeet. 3, The strength
of the force is ai bedrock, and everv
vaeancy must be filled,

QUESTTON—NARROGIN RATLWAY
YARD, LIGHTING.

Mr. E. B JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Railways: 1, Has a proposal
for the elfective lighting of the loco, shed
and railway station yard at Narrogin
heen approved? 2, What is the cause of
the delay in this matter? 3, When will
the work he put in band?



